


Here we are aqaln with another mixed 609 of goodies especially 
tailored for the video tape cassette fiend end the young at heart 
generally. Since you last heard from me, I have heard from many of 
you and have received much encouragement to continue. I feel more 
strongly than ever that thia is the wave of the future, and some of 
the lists that I have seen where private (end anonymous) collectors 
have ali^ady acoumulated staggering numbers of TV shows and feature 
films confirms this. Prerecorded material is on the way, and just 
about everything else that your little heart could desiro. Fatiencel 
For those of you who are joining us for the first time Helcomel 
Also ... send moneyl As before, the remainder of this page is 
reserved for personal replies. I enjoy this fonsat, but there are 
now such a nu^er of you, that I doubt It can continue to be this 
personalized much longer. As a corollary to this* last remark, please 
excuse if the rest of the page is blank on your copy. 

Dear Rayi 

1 enjoyed hearing from you vary much. Mot everyone who contacts 
me has a serious Interest In collecting and poeslbly trading 
tapes. 

I too have the Exorcist. Though not on Home Box Office cable here, 
my contacts in Tampa and St. Petersburg tape things for me and 
send that up here in exchange for various shows not available 
down there. They have experienca in dubbing and report about the 
same loss of quality that you mention. 

Will give you a short Usting in TVK #4 which will bo along in a 
few days. He: Forbidden Planet, write to Marc Wielage. I am 
pretty sure that be has a copy that was made directly from the 
movie film. Also try Tape City in New York. No shortage there. 

Ky current list is also enclosed. Part of it is subject to ^aoge 
of course, but most is in permanent storage. Send me your list 



TItp Videoohile’s Mswietter is an unintentionally non-profit effort, publishod 
monthly at tRe“whim of: Jim Lowe, 2014 S.Magnolia Dr. Tallahassee. Fla. 4?301 


EDITOHIAL 


Is there a cure for that seesningly hopeless compulsion 
that is the baac o£ all collectors? I'm speaking, of 
course, of the irresistable urge to 'possess". I am 
hoping very much, through my ovm example, to interest 
people i.h sending each other tapes for the purpose of 
viewing and return only. Sure you would love to have your 
own copy, but look at it this way ... if you were on 
vacation and had a chance to watch some show that you 
were dying to see, you’d watch it, right? Never mind that 
you couldn't reduce it to your exclusive possession. So, 
why not borrow a show from someone who has it on tape. 
It's hardly any trouble at all. A single tape can be sent 
in a padded mailer at the special 4th class rate for only 
25 cental Insurance and/or special handling are extra, 
but believe it £c«n one who knows ... that little package 
in the mailbox can really make your day. Besides, why 
should a couple of dozen of us go to the trouble and 
expense of each keeping copies of the same show, when 
with a little cooperation we could have reasonabley 
ready access to a copy via the phone and mail route? Why 
don't we just loosen up a little, trust each other until 
we discover a reason not to, and bring the potential 
enjoyment of this thing to its full measure. 


ITEM: There is quite naturally a great deal of interest now 

in knowing just exactly what is legal, what is not, and 
the consequences of illegal activity, in this whole area 
of video taping. Although 1 am not presently in the private 
practice of law, I do have a law degree, and will try to do 
a little research on the copyright law (which incidentally is 
being extensively revised by Congress right now) and report to 
you anything that I can torn up to clarify out rights. 




The title that you see at the left is that of a 
terrific bi-weekly publication, a sample of which 
was sent in by Marc Wielage, for which he is due 
many thanks. Indeed, he sent me a proverbial load 
of stuff, some of which will no doubt turn up in 
these pages without adequate credit being paid him. 
Anyway, the first item on this page, plus the entire 
next two pages is from the Sept. 29 issue . 

SONY TO inajgrRiftL srta^bx by ja-toaby 

Sony plans to introduce its industrial Eetajux unit by the beginning of next 
year. Tvo model* -- a player and a piayer/reeorder/tuner unit — vlll te geared 
for the busineaa narket. It pmnlsen to be an interesting bit of marketing a* Sony 
belancee the industrial Petaeax with the existing U-matic cassette unit. Sony claims 
that the industrial Seta-uax will be aimed at large, user-network purchasers, end that 
a epecial duplicator unit (£-$00) Is being delivered this fall In anticipation of 
mass reproduction for Betetax format. In ite first "advance information’ to dealers, 
Sony predicts that the Betamax will replace film In business cooDunications. 



Most of you have probably already heard that Sony and Paramount have formed 
a new distributing con^iany to produce prerecorded material for Betamax. 
"Sony-Paramount Home Entertainment Center” will offer feature films in 
an attempt to demonstrate that tape format is to be preferred over the 
forthcoming video discs. Talk in the industry is that if the tapes could 
be priced at say S5 above the cost of the blank cassette, people would 
buy it, watch a couple of tiiaes, then erase it and use the tape again. 

The current Paramount Library includes such things as: The Godfather, 


Love Story , and The Ten C ommandments . Test marketing should begin soon. 
One idea being kicked around is that of a "Tape-of-the-Month Club". 










. Sony Bays that 70,000 Betanax units have been built. Plant capacity is now 
10,000 monthly, which brings the total at end of this year to 100,000 units on the 
market. Sony plans to build 200,000 Betanax units next year. Of the 70,000 pro- 
duced 80 far, about 56,000 are the stand-alone deck. Hjere are about 25,000 units 
altogether In use in the O.S. Sales are about 2,700 monthly here. 

Betanax is being sold in 26 major U.S. markets, and Sony has Just begun on 
eight-week, $2 million ad campaign that includes TV ccmaercials. 

Demograohlea . Who buys Betamaxt Just who you'd expect: upper income malen^ with 
deck buyers having a slightly lower incase than console buyers. The average income 
of tape deck owners is about $30,000, but 45 percent have incoows of less than 
$25,000. In Japan tl« buyers have fallen into two diverse groups: 50 percent of 
the sales have beer, in below average Inccae households. Many of these people work 
Irregidar hours and thus use Betaeax to record prograiss they've missed. The other 
half consists of households with income above ^0,000. Interestingly, Japanese 
purehooers tend to averoge 10 years younger than 0.8. buyers. 

Uaags . Tape consizsption in both countries hag been much higher than anticipated. 
When Sony introduced the tape deck last spring at a HYC press conference, both 
Chalnnan Morlta and Sony Corp. of America President Sehein Indicated that the 
average tape purchased would be about 15 blanka a year. They were conservative: 
in Japan it appears to be closer to double that per machine, and In the U.S. Ini- 
tial sales have averaged five blank tapes with the purchase of the unit and one a 
week thereafter, (^e ITTC dealer told VIDECHElirS that most Betanax cuateners hi^r a 
case of twelve tapes to start with. ) Understandably, the hour cassette is the most 
popular. Tape sales per individual user will probably decline as the reuse factor 
sets in. Sony has a plant in Alabama that will turn out Betarna.-: tapes, and 3M Com- 
pany is also gearing up to manufacture them. 

Sony has surveyed 150 Betamax buyers aol learned that they are heavy TV viewers 
whose primary use for the unit is to tape one show while watching another. Since 
Betamax is not presently sold with a camera, the question of home recording cannot 
be included. Interestingly enough, one-third of Cartridge leievislon's (the only 
home recorder ever in the U.S, market) users claimed they wanted do-it-yourself 
movies, but less than half of that groigi bad actually used the recorders for such 
purposes. 

PrQgrsmmlng . There Is pressure froB American custcuiers to provide programming for 
Betamax. At present only Time Life Video Is offering three of its education courses 
on a rental basis through the mall. But they have plans to Increase their activities 
in this area. There was a recent announeeiBent froo Sony and Paramount Pictures that 
they were setting up a Joint venture to e:^lore the posalblllty of various msthods 
of hardvare/software distribution (vnECfflEWS, Aug. 4) tut this is simply a feasi- 
bility study. Finally, Telotronlcs, the Hew York based production and post produc- 
tion house, has set up Eace Video, Inc. for the purpose of delivering pre-recorded 
programming to Bevamar. owners. Although cot formalised yet. Home Video, Inc. has 







It has been my observation that many of you regard video tape 
recording as primarily a means to collect feature films. VTR is a 
boon to the film collector, no doubt about it, but it seems to me 
that a whole new endeavor is now possible really for the first time 
. . . that being the deliberate collecting and preserving of current 
television programming. As a shameless fan of commercial television, 
I offer these remarks on the subject without embarrassment. 


Several of you have told me that you have collections of old radio 
shows. Can you recall how thrilled you were a few years ago to 
discover that those wonderful shows had not been lost forever (as 
you had assumed), but rather had been faithfully sought out on 
transcription discs, transferred and preserved on tape so that a 
vast multitude of us could relive those days? It doesn't take much 
imagination to realize that in years hence a similar longing for 
today's (yes ... today's) television programs will develop. How is 
this longing to be satisfied? The answer, of course, is rather obvious. 
That fleeting light on the screen, commercials and all, can be 
lovingly recorded by each of us and filed away for the future enjoy- 
ment of ourselves and our progeny. While there is little chance that 
that we can view once again the old shows that we today recall so 



Sure, it would be foolish and prohibitively expensive to try to 
preserve all these things, but at the same time it would be criminal 
for shows that have any merit at all to completely pass from the 
scene, leaving not a single copy in collectors hands. I am by no 
means the wealthiest member of our little group, but as something of 
a hopeless rcsnantic where popular culture is concerned, I hope to be 
able to devote at least a fraction of ray collection to preserving a 
representative sampling of shows which I feel raay otherwise be lost. 

If you feel as I do and could see your way clear to reserving only 
1/2 hour every two months to this same endeavor, in the course of a 
year SO of us could account for 150 hours. Then at least when, many 
years from now, someone wistfully murmers: "Gee, do you remember 
Soul Train?", it wouldn't be impossible to relive those moments. 

So, whether you lean toward talk, variety or news shows ( Mike Douglas , 
Dick Van Dyke , 60 Minutes ) which by their nature are not apt to be 
repeated, or throwaway shows ( Almost Anything Goes , Days of Our Lives , 
The Far Out Space Nuts) which do not Ten3~theraseTves to pTacement on 
the rerun circuit for obvious reasons, I do hope that you will decide 
to participate in a small way to help archive a sampling of current 
TV fare. As for me ... well, I'm just getting started, but if the 
time ever comes when you should have that far away look in your eye 
in remembrance of Mary Hartman , Mary Hartman or City of Angels , look 




In the mood to drool? 
What you see at the 
loft is a sample listing 
from the Home Box Office 
(pay cable) schedule 
for October. Mostly just 
movies . . . and nice ones 
at that. This was sent 
in by my man in St. 
Petersburg, Ralph Plumb, 
who has the good fortune 
to be hooked up to this 
wonderful service. (He 

in awhile). The schedule 
changes every month, and 
they send out a little 
book of listings that is 
similar to the TV Guide . 
Sigh. 


Jim Gibbon put me onto Tape City in New York, ... I wrote to them, and 
herewith the results: They will sell Betamax K-60 (postpaidll) for $13.50 
per, when bought by the case of 12. That's $162 per dozen delivered to 
your door. I've been getting mine from Henry's in L.A. for the same 
price, but have to pay shipping too. (UPS S4 from L.A. to Tallahassee) 
Henry's will sell in lots less than 12 for $14.50 a piece. Tape City has 
the following on 3/4" inch cassettes for those of you who are interested: 
Sony KCA60 - $24. Dupont KCA60 - $22. 3M(Scotch) UCAoO - $24, and 
Memorex OCA60 - $23. These are all case prices* freight included. The 






Sony and Dupont, brands come 12 to the case, 3M and Meniorex are iO, 

The Addresses: Taps City, Inc* 404 Park Ave^ South, 1001^ 

Henry's Mail Order, 835 S, Olive St*, L, A., Calif* 90011 
Please tell them that you read about them in TVN , maybe it will help 
us all out eventually* (Tape City says that they cannot sell for less 
no matter hov/ large an order we put together, but this may change,) 

There is no charge for sales tax on out of state orders, and I should 
add that Henry's takes Mastercharge and Eankamericard * They will even 
accept these when taking orders on their toll free line: 600- 421-8537. 

*ilt*'i'**'*'****'*Tt***'****' + ***■*■*■*■**■** ■*****'*'*Tt****"*"ilf*"ft-***'*'*-*-***********'**-*'*''***itA' 

UAMKSfBTC* Some of you have expressed the desire not to be included in 

any general listing of names and that, of course, will be 
honored* others have not made their wishes clear and so are not included 
this time around. As for the rest, *** here you are, and I certainly 
hope that this will help some of you to establish contact* Unless 
otherwise indicated all of these folks are owners of the Betamax* 

Guy MacMillin, Guy has access 

to such things as Superman, Sgt* Preston and old Bugs Bunny cartoons 
His wants include: Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid, any Invaders 
episode, any James Dean film, and ho is also into sci-fi and horror. 

Kerry Decker. Kerry is into 

' photography and film collecting, and has just bought’^a Betamax. 

Louie Bohl, 

Louie has a large want list of films and TV shews, and is willing 
to tape off the air and trade* 

Joe Mazzini, Joe is, of course, our 

West Coast correspondent* He is working with 3/4" cassettes, and 
is the man to contact in order to coordinate all 3/4" users. 

Marc Wielage, Marc has experience 

with a film chain ^ dubbing between two Betamaxs, and has a wealth 
of information about the field generally* He is into both films and 
series, and is willing to trade* 

Stephen Stone, 90069* 

Steve is interested in musicals: Astaire/Rogers, Doris Day, etc. , 
and would also love to see the old Topper shows and Danny Kaye* 

Larry Charot Larry is interested 

in reaching others and trading tapes. Larry wants include episodes 
of: Man from U.N*C*L*E* , The Prisoner, and The Avengers. 

Jim Metkin, 

Jim's wants include five Davy Crockett films: Keelboat Race, River 
Pirates , Indian Fighter, Goes to Congress, and At the Alamo* Also the 
Planet of the A.pes TV show, Night Stalker, Wild Wild West, and 
episodes of: Avengers,Prisonerr Secret Agent , Superman , Lone Ranger. 

Jim has 3/4^^ cassette equipment* 

George Theophiies, 

(phone from 6-9 EST) George is using 3/4" equipment and his wants 
include: English comedies such as Horse's Mouth and Lady Killers; 
Beacon Hill, Upstairs, Downstairs (first 12}, Amos and Andy, Pocket 
Money with Paul Mevanan, Looney Tunes from the wartime years, and the 
Clio Advertising Awards 1969-1976* George will buy, trade, or borrow 
for a fee* Some of you may know him already as the MISCELLANEOUS MAN 
If you are interested in collectible posters, especially of the 
first and second world war variety, George is your man* 



Ralph Plumb, Ralph 

is hooked up to Hc»ne Box Office and is willing to tape and trade. 

He has a particular interest in the films of w.c. Fields. 

Risty, Risty is 

interested in "bizzare tilms" and is particularly looking for: 
Alphaville, Zardoz, Creation of the Humanoids, Run Home slow, 

Carnival of Souls, Night of the Living Dead, Homicidal, Nosferatu, 
Yellow Submarine, Rock All Night, and The Incredibly Strange Creatures 
who Suddenly Stopped Living And Became Mixed Up Zombies (!). These 
must be complete and without commercials. He has S for The Beatles 
in Magical Mystery Tour, or Let it Be, and would also like to see, 
though not keep, many others including: any movie with Eddie 
Constantine, any Staman or Prince of Space movie. Station 6 Sahara, 
Invaders From Mars, B-Man, Murder Party and others. Risty has access 
to 12 or more channels including one that is running Twilight Zone. 

Dale Johnson, Dale is working 

with a 3/4“ cassette machine and Is interested in the old Superman 
show as well as Flash Gordon serials. 

Andy Bondel, Andy has a 

selection of off-the-air movies (listed in TVB #2), Warner Brothers 
cartoons, and episodes of the Monty Python Show. 

‘Jim Lucas, 

Jim, who has the 3/4" format, has just been hooked up to the pay 
cable and will be enjoying such things this month as: Hard Tinea, 
Shampoo, Master Gunfighter, night Caller, Fortune, and Paper Tiger, 
ile will be happy to trade with other 3/4“ users, and will send 
a monthly list of features on the cable to those who will send him 
a sclf-addrcsood envelope with a 13 cent stamp on it. 

Jim Gibbon, Jim has a 3/4“ cassette 

unit, and is interested in films. If you are looking for Roy Rogers 
movies, he may be able to do something For you. T imagine he is 
also interested in trading lists with you other 3/4" people. 

A1 Felden, A1 has built his 

own large screen projection TV and plans to get a Betamax soon. 

Robert Orth 

Bob doesn’t yet have his Betamax, but has some bla.nk 
tape on the way. He likes the scene^ on "Charlie's Angels" (what 
else la now?) , and right now I am his connection on these. 




In order to help you know what is on around the country, in the way of 
syndicated series, I present the following excerpted from the indicated 
editions of TV Guide . This listing is. of course, far from complete, but 
perhaps it wXTl help in matching up your wants and the contacting of 
folks listed elsewhere in these pages. 

Western Hew England : (Boston, Hartford, Albany) F-Troop, Comer Pyle, Lone 
Ranger, Tatzan, UFO, Thriller, Mary Hartman, Sgt. Preston, Honeymooners , 
Space 1999, Superman, FBI, Ironside. 

Kansas City ! Batman, Hopalong Cassidy, Cisco Kid, Ikine Ranger, Flash 
Gordon, Honeymooners, Lost in Space, Dick Van Dyke, Perry Mason, Fugitive. 
Los Angeles ! Thriller, 1999, Addams Family, Show of Shows, Wild Wild West, 
FBI, That Girl, I Dream of Jeannie, Ozzie and Harriet, Get Smart, Best 
of Grouoho, UFO, Superman, I Love Lucy, Flash Gordon, Outer Limits. 

South Georgia ; (yours truly) Avengers, Star Trek, Mary Hartman, Monty Python, 
Monkees, .Munsters, Hogan's Heroes, Lost in Space, Addams Family, Hazol, 

Lone Ranger, Bewitched, Adam 12, Night Gallery, Love African Style, Dark 
Shadows, Protectors, Gilligan’s Island, My Three Sons.^Wanted Dead or Alive. 
Chicago ! Cisco Kid, fancy Derringer, Best of Groucho, Get Smart, Dragnet. 
Burns and Allen, Spiderman, Dick Van Dyke, Maverick, Honeymooners, Dark 
Shadows, My Favorite Martian, Batman, Daniel Boone. 

Central Florida ; (Tampa/St. Pete/Orlando) Honeymooners, Batman.space 1999, 

Then Came Bronson, Steve Allen's Laugh Back, Rifleman, Dick Van Dyke, 

Hogan's Heroes, Wild wild West, Little Rascals, Untouchables, Mary Hartman. 
Hinneapolis / St. Paul : Monkees, That Girl, Ironside,'" It Takes A Thief, 

Mission Impossible, FBI, Mary Hartman, Honeymooners, Bewitched, Odd Couple, 
Love American Style, Father Knows Best. 

Detroit ! Cisco Kid, Batman, Spiderman, Thriller, Man from U.N.C.L.E., 

Lone Ranger, Name of the Game, Our Miss Brooks, Dick Van Dyke, Sgt. Bilko, 

I Love Lucy, Judy Garland, Twilight Zone, Honeymooners, I Spy, Room 222. 


Q. £ A. ; Joe Mazzini and .Marc Wielage both came forward with answers to 
last Issues questions, to wit: 

Question #1; You can extend the length of the cable from your Betaraax to 
your TV up to about 7S-100 feet without much signal loss. This extra length 
onlyeffeccs playback, and Marc had one made up by the cablevision people. 
Question #2: It doesn't hurt the machine to depress the "record" key only. 
All it does in put the machine into the record mode without turning on the 
motors and feed mechanism. Howeve r, it is not a good idea to leave the 
“pause" control engaged more than is absolutely necessary. Prolonged use will 
result in the video heads being worn down well before their time. 

As for new questions, try these: 

Question #3: Notice that your the "keys" has room 

for another one on the right ' hand side of the unit. Who out 

there knows what Sony is pla.nnir.g that would call for another controlV 

Question #4: What is the shelf life of video taped images? I'd hate to 
think that people are turning their films into tape and selling the films 
if the tapes are going to fade away any time soon. 


-10- 




Some of what 1 promised you has gotten squeezed out this tine around. 

I will try to have a report on video dis<fs next issue. You have probably 
been reading about them an^'way. I can tell you that there is going to 
be an industry conference in New York this month on video discs, and I 
expect that quite a bit of news will be forthcoming from that meeting. 
Also as to the list of what I presently have on tape ... The fact that 
it is constantly fluctuating, together with a mild and rather sudden 
attack of prudence account for the fact that it is not to be found 
among these pages. However, I will be happy to trade lists with any of 
you who have 15-20 or more tapes in a more or less permanent storage 
capacity. I have about 60 hours right now, and about 40-45 are in the 
"I don't expect to be erasing them anytime soon" category. Also, next 
time, or one of these next times, I would like to fill you in on the 
large screen projection type TV sets. I am very happy with my SO" Muntz. 



tributions 

- 11 - 


each month. 

















As to my PERSONAL WANT LIST that appeared last issue, I have gotten your 
help, and am most pleased. Of those mentioned, you can scratch them all 
except for the feature film: Devil Girl Prom Mars with the redoubtable Miss 
Hazel Court. The others I either now have, can get, or have one of you who 
has aal.d he will be looking out for it for me. As to my avid friend and 
companion's want list, it also remains the sane, except that Destry Rides 
Again is now safely in the bag. This leaves still on the loose: 

Arsenic and Old Lace Tom Jones Alice's Adventures in Wonderland 

Tales of Hoffman Harat/Sade (with Peter Sellers) 

The Bobo MaDtabout ••Commercials OK on these** 







